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Introduction

The Latin American Canadian Art projects is pleased to announce a new scholarship to honour the legacy of writer/poet Roque Dalton García. 

The Roque Dalton Scholarship recognizes extraordinary artistic and academic achievements by a grade 12 high school student of Latin American descent wishing to continue post-secondary studies in the Literary Arts (Creative Writing, Literature). The scholarship is awarded by LACAP based on individual applications. 

The recipient is invited to a special event to celebrate her/his success. The winner will receive a certificate of recognition and a monetary gift. Our 2008 scholarship will be given on a one time basis only to a student who has been accepted into or is in the process of applying to a post-secondary degree/diploma Literary Arts.


Roque Dalton García

Roque Dalton, 1935-1975, is one of the most prominent Latin American poets. Dalton graduated from Externado San José, a Jesuit school for boys in San Salvador, El Salvador  and studied Law in Universidad de Chile, Santiago,Chile in the 1950’s. In 1955 he and the Guatemalan poet Otto René Castillo founded Círculo Literario Universitario, which published some of Central America's most recognized literary figures. In 1961 he traveled to Havana, where he was welcomed by Casa de las Américas, a gathering place and cultural epicenter for many Latin American artists and writers. During the 1960’s he lived in Prague and worked as a correspondent for The International Review: Problems for Peace and Socialism. While in Prague, he wrote his internationally acclaimed Taberna y Otros Lugares. He also produced a landmark biography of Miguel Mármol, a prominent Salvadoran communist who participated in the 1932 Salvadoran peasant uprising and was living in exile in Prague at that time. In 1970 Roque Dalton had become a recognized figure in the Salvadoran left. He is credited with the following quote: "Poetry, like bread, is for everyone."

The Roque Dalton Scholarship is made possible through the generous donation of 

Camilo Barreda and Tomás Barreda-Toledo and the work of LACAP members. 

Eligibility

· Open to all full-time high school students of Latin American descent, including but not limited to descendants of indigenous nations, Brazil, Mexico, Central American nations, the Caribbean and South America  

· Self-nominations only

· Must have be accepted into or be in the process of applying to continue studies at a post-secondary level in the Literary Arts.

The Process

· Nominations accepted until Friday, July 31, 2009.
· A selection panel will review all applications. The panel will be comprised of five volunteers that include: two literary artists, one member of LACAP’s Board of Directors and two high school teachers. The panel will be facilitated by one non-voting LACAP member  

· Only fully completed applications will be considered by the selection panel; the panel may disallow those that do not meet minimum criteria

· All information provided will be verified 

· LACAP reserves the right to use all information provided to further promote the work              of LACAP

· Successful applicants will receive a letter by Friday, September 4, 2009.

· Unsuccessful applicants will be informed via email.  

How to Apply

· Submit the APPLICATION FORM online at: www.lacap.ca
· Written portion of the applications may be submitted on-line
· Applicants must provide a minimum of six samples of art work

· If you wish for support material to be returned please provide a SASE (Self-addressed stamped envelope) with your application material.

· Work samples must be mailed or personally delivered to:
601 Christie Street, Suite 255

      (Artscape Wychwood Barns)

      Toronto ON M6G 4C7

· Applicants must have demonstrated intentions and plans to continue post-secondary studies in the Literary Arts (Creative Writing, Literature).

· Letters of recommendation and/or other support material is optional

· Applications must be submitted no later than Friday, July 31, 2009
Questions?

Please contact the Latin American-Canadian Art Projects.

Tel.: 416.656-5687

Email: lacap@bellnet.ca
W: www.lacap.ca

